The Durban Natural Science Museum (DNSM) Mammal Department was established in 1989. The Mammal Department is one of three zoological divisions and is the youngest and the most active collection within the institution. It is considered as one the fastest growing mammal collections in southern Africa and is comprised of 17,200 specimens belonging to ca. 450 species. The collection's primary focus is small mammals and small mammal research. The collection has amassed five holotypes and 31 paratypes -all of which represent Afrotropical small mammalian taxa described within the past decade. The department generates about 12 -15 loans per annum, most of which represent biomaterial transfers (following international guidelines and standards).
administration work associated with such tasks. Staff at the DNSM continue to strive to find innovative technologies and techniques to enable our collection material to be more accessible to a wider audience and to become an internationally-recognized authority on Afrotropical small mammalian biodiversity.
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